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The Effect of Heat Conduction on the Stress Measurement of the Sheet
Specimen by Means of Thermoelastic Effect

by Takashi HONDA*, Tetsuya SASAKI* and Teruhito OHTSUKA**

Abstract © The local stresses and strains near notches or cracks are very important for fracture analyses of
cyclically loaded structure components. Thus, a number of experimental methods such as a photo-elasticity
method and numerical methods such as a finite element analysis have been developed to evaluate stresses and
strains near notches or cracks. Among those methods, an infrared stress analysis technique is relatively a new
stress analysis technique based on the measurement of infrared radiation emitted from the surface of a body.
However, when this technique was used to evaluate the stress concentration factors for several kinds of
notches in sheet specimens and to estimate stress intensity factors for compact tension and center cracked
tension specimens, the determined values tended to be somewhat lower than those of other comparable
numerical or theoretical values, and the error increased in proportion to those values. Thus, in this study, the
effect of heat conduction in a body of sheet specimens under cyclic loading was investigated by a finite
differential analysis to examine the source of the error, and the results were compared with experimental
results.

The material of the specimens used in this study is JIS S 45 C steel. Three types of center hole sheet
specimens and CCT specimens were prepared. Those are 3 mm thickness machined from a 3.3 mm thick sheet
material. The proportion of diameter to width is constant for center hole sheet specimens in order to have the
same stress concentration factors. The unsteady heat conduction analysis under cyclic loading was carried
out by a finite differential method (FDM). Prior to the unsteady heat conduction analysis, the stresses of
specimens were analyzed by the finite element method (FEM) under the plane stress condition using a two
-dimensional mesh. Considering the symmetrical configuration, one fourth of the hole specimen was analyzed
in order to determine the temperature range of each node.

The stress measurements by thermoelastic technique were carried out using an infrared stress analysis
system developed by JEOL. Each specimen was cyclically loaded at different levels of frequency of 1, 5, 10
and 15 Hz using a servo-hydraulic fatigue machine of 196 kN capacity.

The comparison between numerical calculations and experiments showed that there were three sources
of error : (1) inability to achieve the adiabatic condition due to heat conduction around the notch root and
the crack tip, (2) the edge effect of an infrared camera and (3) the resolution limit of an infrared camera.
Keywords ; Thermoelastic effect, Stress concentration factor, Stress intensity factor range, Finite Element

Method, Unsteady heat conduction analysis
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Fig. 1 Configuration of center hole specimens. Dimen-
sions are mm.
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Fig. 2 Configuration of CCT specimen. Dimensions are
mm.
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Fig. 3 Stress distributions near the notch root in the
minimum cross sections of specimens.

RMNEICE TS /v FIREDRIDE

SE 3 T T T
e
8
<
n

Q; 2L n Py Y ® |
.2 A
£ .
3
o 1t ® Type Al
5 4 TypeB
o u Type C
§ """"" FEM
5 0 L L I

0 4 8 12 16

Frequency of cyclic loading, Hz

Fig. 4 The change of the maximum value of Ki with
the increment of the cyclic loading frequency.
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